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This Is the beginning of one of the many New
Year's proclamations of Peter Stuyvesant, director

.general of New Netherlands his farm, the
"BouwerJj," on Manhattan island gave the Bowery
its name by which he hoped to "prevent more
sins, debaucheries and calamities" in New Am-
sterdam during his 17 years of administration,
10-17-- Tor it was In old New York that the
American' custom of New Yenr's calls had Its be-
ginning. And when the fun got too boisterous old
Peter would come stumping along on his stlver-liande- d

wooden leg and try to make an unwilling
rattle-watc- h enforce his proclamation.

New Year's day was the holiday par excellence
in old New York. It was a day peculiarly ded-
icated to family and the renewal
of friendships In expressions of sympathy and
good will, which, following so closely the sacred
festival of Christmas, inspired ail with peculiar
significance. Washington Irving has said: "New
York was then n handy town. Anyone who did
not live over the way was to be found round the
comer." So the making of New Year's calls was
easy. Lot us glance at the New Amsterdam of
Aliat day on the first day of the new year.

The sober, older citizens, sturdy figures, richly
nnd warmly clothed, walk, slowly smoking, to the
fort to render New Year's wishes to the officers
of the garrison and then to the White Hall by the
Battery to do the governor the same honor. Ever
since dnybreak a noisier element hns reveled up
nnd down the narrow lanes nnd by the banks of
the canal (now Broad street), shouting greetings,
heating drums, firing muskets, blowing horns,
shaking and drinking rivers of
'beer. A group of young burghers, with some
clumsy firearm, a snaphance or n murthorer, linve
Roue from door to door of each corbel-roofe- d

hiraso firing blank volleys, gathering recruits,
drinking more beer, till all repair to IJeekmnn's
Swamp (known to this day in New York as the
43waiup) to "fire at a target.

Noise nnd New Year's continued to bo closely
connected In the days of the American colonies,
ftfow Year's day was a favorite day for shooting
at a marl;, for shooting for prizes, and "target
companies" of very respectable citizens rose early
In the morning for these contests. For it was
deemed most selfish and rather disreputable for
a man to spend the entire day In such shooting.
Ho could go with his "target company" In the
tnornlng, but he must pay a round of calls to the
ialr in the nftcrnoon.

In the days of New Year's celebration in Now
York, in the first half of the nineteenth century,
the town seemed a great family reunion, In which
each ronn vied with the other In boisterous delight.
Shops wero lighted, windows garlanded, streets
crowded. Great vans stages with four nnd six
Jiorses were crowded with groups of men, often a
group of kinsfolk, or old neighbors, or n hilarious
snob of men allied In politics or borne "target
company" or "band of old firemen." The ac-

quaintances of ench were called upon in turn.
It wns about the beginning of the nineteenth

century thnt the change from n neighborly ob-

servance to one of pure fashion began In nil tho
large cities. Tho younger women of such house-
holds as had daughters wero hostesses, nnd great
--was their rivalry, one with another, In respect to
richly loaded refreshment tables and elegance of
"toilet The dudes of those daysthey called them
"beaux" and "dnndles" and "gallants" nttlrcd

--themselves In their best and started out early in
--tho morning on their calls.

It was not until nbout the tnlddlo of tho century
that the abuse which finally led to the custom's
decline began. For years the dandles of New
York nnd other large cities rivaled ono another In
the lcngtii of their calling lists, and the culls Boon
came to he nothing moro than hasty stops mere
'rapid gorglngs of cako and gulplngs of wine In-

stead of the old-tim- e friendly calls of men upon

the families of their friends and acquaintances.
Then the ladles tho matrons ns well as tho

.young women began to vlo with ono another In
the number of their callers. This led' to tho
'most extraordinary practices. Callers wero re-

cruited, Indeed much as customers are drummed
up by dealers In soap. Cards announcing that
JIIss Thls-or-Th- would be "at home" on January

were sent out almost indiscriminately.
Then the Sunduy papers of the time began to

iprhit lists of thoBe who would receive and the
'Souses of those mentioned In tho lists wero turo
to ho besieged by numbers of men whom the
'ladles had never tnet or heard of nnd desired
xMver t meet hkuId, Men would go calling In
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couples nnd putties mid een in droves of .'SO or
more, as short" a time at each
place as possible and how
many calls they lwd already made and how many
they to make before they finished.

At every place they drank. The result was a
most of "jags" long before

Late in the fifties the abuse came to be so great
that the and tho ministers took It up,
and many were the written and many the
sermons against It. This crusade

results.
It was not many years before the smart sot of

young men in most cities stopped calling. The
door that had been open from

to evening was adorned with a basket for cards.
were driven all over town

their visiting cards in these baskets. In a year or
so servants were these cards. Then
the baskets and the mall carrier de-

livered the few cards sent out. Of course tills
process was not at all uniform. It was fast in
some cities, slow In others,

A hello of the sitting In her easy chair,
over an old filled with faded

cuttings from the of those days; her
a beau of tho same period, in

and gown, and as she
spoke and rend, now and then his head
and smiling at some memory and the

of the house, for the watch
party of 1020, with curious in-

terest and and about how odd it
all seemed now such a scene was to bo

in many n city all over the country
with the closing days of 1010.

"We didn't go In so much for the watch parties
In those days," tho matron said. "The whistles
blew and there was some noise, It Is true, among
the folk, but we gjrls, as n rule, retired
early we had to save for the trying
ordeal of tho next day, for New Year's day was
the grent social event of tho yenr. It wns

day' in all the homes of the town. We called
It open house '

"It wns n day of lavish nnd tho
doors were to be open to that
called, whether friend or We
for It weeks In ndvance. It was a period of great

Aside from tho fact that tho
wns nt times, that old

custom of tho New Year's open house wns qulto an
sincere of good

to friend and nnd visiting
opening tho portals of tho New Year, as It

were, with a nnd a home And
ns n soclul It wns most it
helped to bring people

"It was the fashion to give each of tho callers a
souvenir to carry away with them nnd all sorts
of little devices were used. Some had
silk badges with the names of tho girl painted on
them; some had dainty metnl
struck off, others ornate cards with and
some went In for tho like tho clay pipes
that papa tells about. I tho
used to wear these pinned or tied with
ribbons to their coats as tho knights of old wore
their ladles' favors and late In the evening the
callers looked llko foreign with all their

or, llko South African chiefs
would he tho better simile. .

"Of course, only the called they
wero never by ladles, The ladles

In their homes to receive them. The
wero to bo In full dress tho

younger set wore and crush lints, nnd
tho older Prince Albert coats nud light
gray, trousers thut was tho vogue.
The old timers, I did not tnko very
kindly to the crush huts. And of
course, had to have a hack or n sleigh.

"Tho hostess of tho house called to her
a bevy of the young girls who made up
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the receiving line and helped to dispense the hos-
pitality of the home. I remember one season
when we had more than 200 callers. The custom
was to stay a few moments only, chat, drink and
eat, and then go on to the next house One of the
rooms, however, was cleared for dancing and In
tho late hours the caller-- , woahl select partners
and whirl through n wnltz, a polka or n schoMSshe,
or pel haps a set of the quadrille. Kvery house
had a band of musicians.

"The 'open house' function wns a very elaborate
dress affair the women vied with one another In
beautiful costuming and the month before New
Yenr's was a harvest for the dressmakers.

"From li o'clock until late in the night the par-
lors were filled with guests The lower portion of
the houe had been previously beautifully deco-
rated with (lowers nnd exotics nnd all who called
were made to feel perfectly at home. In the din-
ing room was a table with all sorts of eatables
and dainties, with rare wines and punches. At 2
o'clock-- , when the reception opened, the blinds
were drawn and the gas lighted. During the day
favored callers were invited to return at night for
a dance."

Willi tho gradual abandoning of New Year's
calls came In tho gradual growth of tho eating,
drinking and revelry thnt before the war and pro-
hibition marked New Year's eve In the cities.
Ilcre Is n glimpse of Philadelphia In 1804:

"After the reserves and the Third district police-
men had taken their positions tho enormous crowd
began to swell in size. In front of Independence
hall, filling the street, was a Jostling mob that be-

came noisier tho nearer the hands of the clock
came to the midnight hour. Up Chestnut street
there wero two black mnsses thut moved victori-
ously toward the stntehousc.

"The gay and comic 'shooter' (mummer) did
not put In nppeuranco to any considerable ejjtent
until about 11 o'clock. Then ho en mo from nil di-

rections.
"The thousands packed In tho roadway sent up

an answering cry to tho first stroke of tho big
bell, and tho rattle of pistol shots, despite the po-
lice orders against using weapons, wns like tho
sound of musketry. Tho screums of whistles ndded
to the din nnd on every sldo through tho miles that
the eyes could plerco fireworks went' blazing up-
ward."' And hero Is a glimpse of New York in 1900:

"All New York cmno out to celebrate the birth
of the now year. Nothing like It wus over seen
before for numbers or for enthusiasm. From tho
hour after dinner until hpng nfter midnight the
celebration lasted. It consisted of noise, eating
and drinking, with noise by far tho predominating
element. Men born In New York, who hnvo lived
hero all their lives, looked at tho curnlvnl In wide-eye- d

astonishment.
"At leubt 00,000 men nnd women packed Broad-

way and tho sldb streets near Trinity church from
half past eleven o'clock- - until long after midnight.
To henr tho chimes? Oh, no. To blow horns and
whistles and spring rattles and yell nnd thus
drown out the very pretty chimes of old Trinity
that welcomed In the New Year. (Every tnblo In
every big restaurant was taken wcefts In advance."

In 1914 the police In most of tlip large cities or-
dered "sane" New Year's celebrations. In conso-quenc- o

there wns a marked diminution of tho
revelry; In many cities midnight closing nud com-
munity celebrations marked tho occasion. '

Thus the celebration of New Year's dny In noise,
drinking, eating uud calling has grown to be a
tllmnx and become 4,sane,,, What neat?
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GRACEFUL FROCKS BEAR
THE BRUNT OF SERVICE

Some women manage to look attrac-
tive, no matter what their occupation,
or what the hour of the day. One
might think that tho more women de-

vote themselves to business tho les
Interest they would devlop In attrac-
tive clothes but farts disclose quite
the contrary to this state of things. As
they become more active in affairs
and as their earnings Increase, they
buy better nnd better apparel. And
It Is not good materials alone that at-

tract them, but good designing and
good workmanship. Possibly there
will be little room or call for the
freakjsh in our American clothes
within the next few years. Already
American tailoring is considered su-
perior nnd has made a demnnd for it-

self in other countries than our own.
For business, for school or street

wear consider the two tailored frocks
shown nbove. They are simple, well
finished, enviably graceftil and are
made of the same reliable materials
that are used for suits. Many a suit.
in these days of high cost of woolens,
finds Itself comertcd Into a one-piec- e

dress to go on its way with Its rejoic

NOVELTIES IN HOSIERY

Probably Santa Claus' pack con-

tained a greater number of pairs of
silk hoso this year than ever, and few-
er cotton and woolen pairs. But the
shopper who went forth cheerfully to
buy the usual number of silk stock-
ings, either had to Increase her al-

lowance of money or cut the number
of pairs by almost half. It Is not like-

ly that the Increased price had much
to do with sale?, for price appears to
bo a secondury consideration with an
Increasing number of people und many
novelties In silk hoso Indicate that
there Is a demand for them.

Conservative women In spite of tho
beauty of many of tho novelty hose,
stand stnnchly by tho plain black
silk hose of good quality nnd consider
it tho last word In elegance, but "the
holidays brought out very tempting
variations In hosiery. In'sllk there
were pairs with flno lace or silk
net set In nt tho front, tho not

with disks, nnd bows in gold

br silver tinsel. Bends contributed to

tho brllllanco of others, Including

beads of black jet put on in butterily
and sun-bur- designs. Little round
gold bends, made small, scattered
rlugs on plain stockings and rhino-Btone- s

Instead of jet or gold formed
rings around centers or jet on stnrt-llngl- y

brilliant pairs. Small white
flowers embroidered In silk on plain
blrtek Btocklngs found a greater num

ber of admirers than uny others?, ex-

cept those that wero nil black.
In tho light-colore- d hoso silk em-

broidery In self color appears the fa--

ing wearer. One might salvage from
the tailored suit of two years ago
enough material for the plain dress
at the left. It Is ' plain and has a
waistline, very loosely adjusted, of Its
own, although a narrow girdle of tho
material makes a pretense of holding
It in place. Its special pride and ;;lory
Is to be found In the embroidered Van
Dyke joints above the hem. The wise
designer did not elaborate it any fur-
ther except to allow the waist n
double row of .small, covered buttons
at thCkfront. This dress is a trille
shorter than the average a privilege
allowed to younger girls.

The suit at the right is made on tho
same lines, but is very cleverly man-
aged for a slender figure. The group
of horizontal tucks about the bust and
hips help (to inake'n too thin wearer
just beautifully slender. The bodice
fastens on tho shoulder nnd under
arm and a long, narrow sash Is pret-
tily finished and weighted with beads.
Hone buttons call attention to tho
linos of the skirt which slant in to
ward the hem.

vorlto embellishment. On n light pink
pair a heart Is outlined In embroidery
silk nbove the Instep, and Is set In tho
midst of many small dots embroid-
ered about It. Fine feather stitching
Is used for this outlining. Stltchery
made an effective decoration In drawn
work on some pairs and suggested
that stockings having "runs" might be
put Into commission for wearing by
converting the run into a wide hem-stitchin-

Drop-stitc- h hoso In nil colors nnd In
white and black proves to bo n grent
favorite. It Is becoming to the feet
nnd is shown In great quantities. Be-
sides these luxurious stockings thcio
nro many warm woolen hoso for
sports wear. A favorite for holiday
giving appeared knitted without n heel
nnd having a thin lenther half-sol- o

at tho toe, which was finished with
a big ynm pompon, .lust what par-
ticular sport they are made for Is not
evident, but for protecting tho shoos
when their wearer drives a car, thoy
will prove perfect.

Good soft cotton or woolen hoso re-
main a sonslblo' cholco for dally wear
In winter tlmo. Thoy will help to
keep down the high cost of living,
which tho Increasing demand for ex-
pensive silk hose indicates Is of tho
cost of high living.
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